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Schedule of Events

Saturday
9:00 —Park & Military Campsites Open to Public

9:30 —Morning Parade — Parade Field

10:00 —Artill ery Demonstrations on Battlefield

10:00 —Confederate Infantry Drill — Parade Field

12:00 —Judging For Most Authentic U.S. & C.S. Soldier —
Under Big TreeFadng Battlefield

12:00 —Live Period Music Performed by UnRecwnstructed —
Performance Times & Locaionsto be Posted at Big Barn
1:00 —Skirmish — Battlefield

3:00 —Cavalry Drill — Battlefield

3:00 —Period Ball Dance Reheasal — Big Barn

4:00 —Artill ery Demonstrations — Battlefield

5:00 —U.S. Infantry Drill —Parade Field

6:00 —Cavalry Drill — Battlefield

9:00 —Caotilli on Ball — Music Performed by Unreconstructed —
(Under the Stars at High Ridge)

9:30 —Fireworks

10:00 —Artill ery Night Firing Demonstrations

11:00 —Park Closed to public

Sunday

9:00 —Park & Military Campsites Open to Public

9:30 —Morning Parade — Parade Field



10:00 —Church Service— Under Big TreeFadng Battlefield

11:30 —Kilpatrick’s Raid Historicd Marker Unveiling

1200 —U.S. - C.S. Infantry Drill — Parade Field

12:00 —Artillery & Cavalry Demonstrations - Battlefield.

2:00 —Nash Farm Battlefield Dedication — Spegker — Dr. David
Evans— Under Big Tree & White Fence Facing Battlefield

3:30 —Grand Volley Salute - Infantry, Artillery & Cavalry — Battlefield
4:00 —Event Over
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To the Officers and men of the Georgia Voluntee Battalion.

To those that took part in the recent Manassas campaign, my heat felt
thanks to each of you. It was hat, and many milesto get there, but youdid
your duty in the finest manner, as | have come to expect from al of you.
The red flag of Georgiawas a sight to behold onthe fields of Virginia, and |
was proud to be with you. | am looking forward to being in the field with all
of you soon.

Gen. T. Jesxe

Commanding

3rd Brigade

From Left to Right, Pvt. Daniel Cofield, Capt. Matthew Y oung, Pvt. Carl Cofield, 1st Sgt. Todd Turnbull,
Pvt. Brandon Cantrell, Taken at First Manassas, 2006 Wetplate by Rob Gibson
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Supply and Demand; Part 1

A Brief History of the Confederate Laboratory, Arsenal, and Armory at
Columbus, Georgia

By: Matthew Young

In the minds of many Americans, the Confederate soldier is pictured as barefoot, hungry, and
always having to scrounge for weapons and ammunition. There are indeed many accounts of the
barefoot soldier, and multiple accurate accounts of soldiers going months without proper rations.
However, there is overwhelming evidence to suggest that the soldier should never have been
without ammunition or artillery rounds, as the papers in the National Archives relating to the
Confederate Arsenal, Armory, and Laboratories in Columbus, Georgia during the Civil War will
clearly show.

The Confederate Arsenal and Armory in Columbus, Georgia was one of many “laboratories”
established by the Confederacy throughout the south to manufacture ammunition, artillery shells,
weapons, and other devices needed to wage war. It was located “near the Macon division of the
Central Railroad and Tenth Avenue where the Columbus Railroad crosses the Southern Railroad
at Hay's tan-yard at the foot of Wynn’s Hill.”* Major Frederick Clinton Humphreys commanded
the Arsenal and Armory in Columbus from the time of its construction in the summer of 1862 until
it's burning at the hands of Federal troops in April of 1865. Humphreys was an ironic choice to
command a Confederate Arsenal in the heart of the Deep South. For it had been Captain F.C.
Humphreys, of the U.S. Army who commanded the United States Arsenal in Charleston, South
Carolina that was seized by South Carolina state troops in late December of 1860 after South
Carolina left the Union.?

In a letter to Colonel Josiah Gorgas, Chief of Ordnance for the Confederate Army, dated May
31%, 1862, Humphreys writes, “that you (Gorgas) anticipated establishing an Armory here, using
the machinery...now at Montgomery.” He further writes that, “the mill and machinery etc as it is



will be required for the manufacturing of artillery carriages, implements, boxes etc., a laboratory |
am compelled to erect, which can be done at a small cost. The city (Columbus) has a magazine
in the immediate vicinity which | hope | can get use of.” Humphreys goes on to explain that his
stores have not yet arrived from Baton Rouge. At the time of the letter, Baton Rouge was still in
Confederate hands, but would be captured on August 5" of 1862 by Union forces. He complains
to Gorgas that his lead and iron has been sent up the Red River (probably to help outfit the CSS
Arkansas)4, his ammunition has been sent to Corinth, and the gunpowder sent to Grenada.’

However, Humphreys was also interested in manufacturing more then just weapons for the
Confederacy. “Knapsacks and haversacks | can make here provided | can get the material for
the knapsacks, the cotton duck. This | can only do by an arrangement with the Quartermaster
Dept., they having secured all the mill can make for months to come. Can you arrange that; | can
get some 10,000 yards? The enameled cloth | can get here, of a superior quality. | have
procured two sewing machines, but can get no needles.” 6

As soon as June 10", Humphreys begins correspondence with other arsenals in the South
attempting to gather supplies. In a letter to the commander of the Atlanta Ordnance Officer,
Humphreys asks for an receives some 10,000 musket caps from Atlanta.’

In a letter from Captain J.W. Mallet, Superintendent of Ordnance Labs to Josiah Gorgas dated
July 1%, Mallet writes that he has visited the labs in Atlanta, Savannah, Macon, and Columbus.
“At Columbus a single large building has been put up, in which work will be commenced in a
week or two — as yet there is nothing doing. | have strongly urged Captain Humphreys the
propriety of putting up one or two small out buildings as rooms for dangerous work — filling
cartridges, driving fuses etc., he had intended to do everything in a single building. Capt.
Humphreys wants a good Laboratorian- could not Thompson or Ludwig (at present employed by
the Nay Department in Charlotte N.C.) be obtained? Both | believe are good men. Capt
Humphreys knows Thompson and would be very glad to get him — there is a small house with a
good well etc. upon the piece of ground attached to the Laboratory which would be an
inducement for him to come. The great want here, as of elsewhere, is lead of which there are
about 200 Ibs. on hand, and none is to be had.” Mallet further states that there is a “want (and
rapidly incrseasing want) of led at all these Southern Arsenals (that) demands very prompt
attention.”

On the evening of July 2, Humphrey's production of many items would be halted completely due
to a large fire. He wrote Gorgas the next day stating that no more knapsacks could be made
unless he could get cloth from the Eagle Manufacturing company which was currently negotiating
with someone in the Confederate government at Richmond to supply some 10,000 yards of
material. He further states that he has “used the utmost economy” in making knapsacks.
Humphreys describes how he only uses the enameled cloth on the outside of the knapsacks
while the insides are standard cotton duck.’

This shortage of cloth did not seem to hamper the production of certain items such as
haversacks. For on July 14™ Humphreoys writes to Captain Wright in Atlanta saying that he can
send him 8,000 to 10,000 haversacks.*

On August 19th, the long awaited stores from Baton Rouge finally arrived for Humphreys via
Mobile. Iltlincluded almost 10,000 pounds of musket and rifle powder shipped in 73 barrels and
92 kegs.

The demand for supplies grew even greater as the summer and fall campaign raged in the
Western Theater. On September 8, 1862, Major Humphreys sent 30,000 Enfield cartridges,
43,000 .69 musket rounds, and 39,000 .58 caliber musket rounds to General Sterling Price in
Tupelo, Mississippi.12



The Confederate Arsenal and Armory in Columbus was not the only industrial outfit to
manufacture supplies for the south. Humphreys in a letter to Colonel Burton, commanding the
Arsenal in Macon, on September 15" writes, “I am informed that you have some machinery that
you do not require. If so, any that you can spare?” Humphreys further writes that he needs the
machinery to enable the Haiman brother of Columbus to carry out important work, namely the
manufacturing of swords and bayonets

It was apparent that the good work that Humphreys was doing in Columbus was not going
unnoticed. In a letter to the Secretary of War, George W. Randolph, Colonel Josiah Gorgas
requests that Humphreys be given a commission as a Major of Artillery. Gorgas states that,
“Humphreys is a most capable and laborious officer and deserves this promotion.” By
November, Gorgas’ request had been approved and Humphreys was officially promoted to Major.

By October and November, Humphreys was sending equipment in large amounts to the
Confederate depot in Knoxville Tennessee. Among the things that were shipped to Major S.H.
Reynolds in Knoxville were, 12 coils of rope weighing over 1000 pounds, 175 belts and (sword)
knots, 500 pounds of rifle powder, over 14,000 haversacks, almost 2,000 tin canteens and straps,
1245 knapsacks, 1000 cavalry sabers, 810 cedar canteens, 700 cartridge boxes 700 cap
pouches, 700 bayonet scabbards, 700 waist belts, and 500 saddle blankets. *° In addition to this
shipment to Tennessee, Humphreys also sent some 100,000 rounds of .69 caliber musket rounds
and 20,800 rounds of .69 caliber buckshot to Mobile on October 25™.

“In November 1862, after five months in operation, the Columbus Arsenal had achieved a greater
rate of production then the arsenals at Charleston, Macon and Selma...Gorgas reported that, at
that time, the Columbus Arsenal consumed 10,000 pounds of lead monthly to maintain a daily
productlon rate of 10,000 rounds of small-arms ammunition and 75 to 100 rounds of artillery
shells.”

In addition to goods, Humphreys must also have had access to a printing press An invoice dated
March 16, 1863 shows that he sent 20 copies of the Ordnance Manual to 1° Lleutenant of
Artillery Jonathan Fraser, Ordnance officer at the Charleston South Carolina arsenal. *® That
same month, Humphreys sent a shipment of arms and ammunition to a small Confederate post in
Qumcy, Florida. Six packing boxes filled with .54 and .58 caliber rounds were send on March

" followed by, “100 Bright Muskets, converted to percussion and 100 bayonets” on the 30" 10
The next day, Humphreys shipped out 40 .54 caliber carbines, 40 58 cahber carbines, 20 .58
musket rifles with saber bayonets, and 20 saber bayonet scabbards.
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Winter Muster_at Ft.
McAllister

On December 8"™-10",
the 25" Georgia, 1%
Georgia State Line, and
the Fort Mcallister State
Park are hosting a
garrison event in
Richmond Hill, just




outside of Savannah. The scenario has been changed from the
normal capture of the fort, to a recreation of the time around
Christmas, 1863. The garrison will be quartered in A-frame tents,
and registration includes your meals. For those of you who have not
been to Ft. McAllister, it is a beautiful earthen fort on the banks of the
river. The garrison will consist of two companies, and you will be
busy. The weekends activities will represent real events, so expect
the following:

“Various fatigue duties Replacement of several palisadesin the fort moat Infantry drill
Artill ery drill (field and siege) Twenty-Four hour guard mourt Outpaost duty on the river
Reaeation d a Christmas Party sporsored by the Ladies of Savannah for the officers and
enlisted men of the fort. (documented please see the research section) Sunday morning
inspedion d the troops and garrison by the Inspector Generals Office. (documented
please see the research sedion) Period Church service “

The event does have equipment guidelines, to accurately represent
the garrison troops of the 1% Georgia Infantry. If you are interested in
attending, please notify Capt. Clint Stanley, at
gcstanley@yahoo.com. See www.mcallistermuster.org for more
information
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| have enjoyed reading the bull etin over the past severa months and wanted to pay speda compliment to

the Diane Nash photo on page 15 d the July '06 issue. That is the best modern photo of a battle
reenadment scene | have viewed in along time. My compliments to Ms. Nash on her skill and to the

Bulletin for sharing.
David Culberson
20th SC

Lexington, SC
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For Sale: Paper Cartridge Rolls or Tubes

Price: $3.00 per Bag of Printed Newspaper (Recommended for Field Use) $4.00
per Bag of Plain Non-Printed Newsprint (Recommended for Living History
Displays)

Bag= 100 Paper Cartridge Rolls or Tubes

Shipping: $1.00 per Bag

To See Pictures Please Visit www.geocities.com/andysmith1989/sapcrc.html
Contact Information:

Andy Smith

491 Paxton Rd.

Folksotn, Ga. 31537

(912)-496-4234

tmsmith@planttel.net

(Member of 26th Ga. Co. K/123rd NYVI, GVB)

For Sale: | have the brown jean trousers from Obediah 38" waist 33"inseam $50
White linen shirt from Obediah (never worn) $35

Fed Fatigue blouse, lined, from C&D Jarnagin size 46 (never worn) $60

Fed forage cap size 7 3/8 from Chris Semanchik (sp?). The sweat band and
some of the lining in the rear has been cut away. Can't be seen when it's worn.
Paid $85 will take $40. Tom Dodson, STP43T@aol.com

For Sale, Tim Bender Slouch Hat, brown wool felt, with matching ribbon and brim
binding. Hand-stitched sweatband, and civilian check pattern lining. Retail is
$100, selling for $55. | love this hat but it's a little too small. Size is
approximately 7 3/8. Andrew Jerram, 770-356-8820
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www.homespunwares.com
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