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The New Battalion Colors!

As previously mentioned in Colonel
Poythress’ letter, the Georgia Volunteer
Battalion was presented with a new set of
colors, furnished by the Colonel at his own
expense for the coming year. The new
battalion flag was handmade by 1%. Sqt.
Chip, and Mrs. Kris Mattocks, both of the
43" Georgia. The colors were presented on
Saturday morning at the Nash Farm event
by Colonel Poythress to Color Sgt. Don



McWaters and the Battalion Color
Guard. According to Chip; “The new
GVB flag is modeled after a graphic
drawing of Georgia Troops being
rallied at First Manassas. The flag is
4' x 6" white cotton fabric. The fringe
adds about 1 1/2 inches. The flag is
attached to the pole by 5 white
cotton canvas ties and the pole edge
is also reinforced with white cotton
canvas and double stitching. It took
48 1/2 hours to paint both sides of
the flag working only on weekends.
It took Kris 26 1/2 hours to hand stitch the various components together working
in the evenings and on weekends. There is a hand embroidered inscription to
Colonel Poythress on the pole edge at the bottom.

When Colonel Poythress asked Kris and | to make this flag we were both deeply
moved by this honor. He gave us artistic license on how it was to be painted and
constructed, only requesting that it be white, with gold fringe, and that the
Georgia State Seal be one reflecting a mural. We will always feel a sense of
great pride and honor when we see this flag leading the Georgia Volunteer
Battalion. We will always be honored that we were able to contribute our talents
in this endeavor. “

The staff was produced by Capt. Chris Henderson of the 56" Georgia, and
includes a foot long English Spontoon (spear) head on the end. According to
Chris, the completely handworked staff is 8 feet 6 inches long and is made out of
Georgia Red Oak, finished and sealed with 4 coats of boiled linseed oil. The
spontoon head of of British origin and is 26 inches long total (with blade and side
straps). | hand rivet the head to the staff with hand-cut rivets. This model is an
1800 spontoon, which was issued originally to British color sergeants and officers
starting in 1800.



