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October, 2008 
From the Editor 
Gentlemen, 
As you may have noticed, the format of this E-bulletin 
has changed slightly.  In the transition between 
computers, many of my nifty old fashioned fonts have 
disappeared, and may be unrecoverable.  In addition, 
many of you have noticed that it has been almost 4 
months since the last e-bulletin graced your inbox, and 
for that I must apologize.  As many of you may know, I 
recently went through a divorce, and the stress of the 
situation as well as the inconveniences of the move 
have kept me from keeping up with my duties in that 
regard.  With that being said, this issue may be light on 
some of the normal features, but it will feature heavily 
on the centerpiece of this month’s feature article: Civil 
War photography.  This issue will feature reproduction 
photographs that various GVB members have had 
made over the years, as well as two articles; 1 which 
deals with the process of making ambrotypes, 
(“wetplates”) and ferrotypes (tintypes) and 1 on better 
preparing yourself to have a reproduction photograph 
made.  To the right, you can see one of the few wetplates I’ve ever been in.  It’s a 
ambrotype made by Wendall Decker at the Kennesaw Mountain event several years 
ago.  To this day, it still means a lot to me because my father and brother are in it with 
me.   (By the way, I promise this is the only time I’ll ever put my ugly mug in here!  �  )  In 
addition, there is information about this year’s Atlanta Campaign and Ft. McAllister 
event. 
 
A note about the photographs, I have tried in every instance to keep everyone’s name 
and unit straight, but most folks did not send the Collodion Artist’s name with the 
photographs.  If you are the subject of one of these, please email me so that I can 
include their credit.  Collodion artists are an incredibly talented bunch, and deserve all 
the credit we can give them. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Andrew Jerram 
GVB E-Bulletin Editor 
 
 
 
 



From the Colonel! 
  
Now that we all have recovered from the Chickamauga event, its time to focus on 
Atlanta. Yes...army life knows no pause.  Please send in your registrations as soon as 
possible so that we can have a good head count and the organizers can make 
preparation based on numbers. Lets send a great year out with on a high note with a 
large Battalion turnout. October is slim on events, so we will have plenty of time to rest 
up and prepare. www.atlantacampaign.com 
  
Register by October 1 for $15 per person. $25 Walk-ons. I have been asked if the 
registration deadline can be extended: I don't know, but will find out. 
  
Thanks for supporting your Battalion! 
  
Hunter Poythress 
Colonel Commanding, GVB 

 
 

26th Georgia, Co A. at Gettysburg 2008, Ferrotype by Ro b Gibson 
 
 
 
 
 



Calendar of Events! 
 
October 31 st, 2008.  Deadline for Election Nominations! Company Commanders must 
have their nominations for GVB Colonel, Lt. Colonel, and Major postmarked or sent to Lt. 
Yoder, (adjutant) no later then October 31st. 
 
Atlanta Campaign-November 6,7,8 th, 2008.  Held on the site of the Nash Farm 
Battlefield, this event will be the GVB’s last hurrah for the year.  Car pool if you have to, 
but make it to this one!  Early registration has closed, Walk-on registration is $25.  
www.atlantacampaign.com 
 
Ft. McAllister-December 12,13,14 th, 2008.  Held at Ft. McAllister State Historic Site, the 
Ft. McAllister event has undergone some changes this year, so keep reading for more 
information.  The site takes good care of participants.  www.mcallistermuster.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tracy Norman of the 44 th Geo as a Federal Chris and Stephen Henderson 
1st Sgt.  Ambrotype by Wendall Decker  of the 56 th Geo, Ferrotype by Rob  
       Gibson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Articles! 
 
The Ferrotype (Wetplate) Process 
By: Rob Gibson  www.civilwarphotography.com 
The following article is drawn (with permission) from Rob Gibson’s website, 
www.civilwarphotography.com.  I’d like to thank Mr. Gibson for allowing me to reprint his 
article here. 
The Wet-Plate Photography process is a very difficult and time consuming trade which 
requires as much artistic as technical skill.  Presented here is a very basic outline of the 
process.   
 
Step 1:  Cleaning the Plate:  The glass plate must be 
meticulously cleaned.  Being free from any dirt and oil. 
 
Step 2: Flowing the Plate: The plate is coated with a 
sticky substance called collodion.  Collodion is a 
mixture of nitrocellulose and ether.  Alcohol iodides ad bromides are added.  Getting 
good at flowing the plate takes years of practice and is an art in 
itself. 
 
Step 3: Sensitizing the plate: The plate is immersed in a bath of 
silver nitrate.  This step must be done in a darkroom.  

 
Step 4: Focusing the Camera: The 
camera is focused by means of adjusting 
a focusing glass on the back of the 
camera.  The image is projected upside 
down and backward on the focusing 
glass.  The photographer crawls under 
the dark cloth to view the image.  He 
must make certain the camera and the 
subject do not move while he retrieves 
the plate. 
 
Step 5: Exposing the Plate: The plate is placed in a light proof 
plate holder while still in the darkroom.  Next it is rushed to the 
camera.  The focusing glass is removed the the plate holder is 
inserted in its place.  The exposure is made by removing the 
lens cap and counting.  Exposure times for images typically 
range from 2 second to 10 seconds.  There are no light 
meters, only experience and a sense of feel are your guide.  

 
Step 6: Developing the Plate: Back in the darkroom the plate is developed using a 
solution of iron sulfate, acetic acid and grain alcohol.  The photographer only has 3-5 
minutes from the time he removes the plate from the silver bath until the plate is 



developed before the plate dries out and is no longer light sensitve.  Thus the name the 
“wet plate” process. 
 
Step 7: Fixing the Plate:  The plate is fixed in a solution 
of potassium cyanide or sodium triosulphate.  This can 
be done out of the darkroom. 
 
Step 8: Varnishing the Plate:  The glass plate is finally 
ready to be varnished after it is dried.  This will protect 
the image from scratches and deterioration over time.  
When all these steps are done correctly, the image will 
last hundreds of years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ft. McAllister Muster 

The 2008 Winter Muster and Battle will take place beginning Friday December 12, 2008 
and ending Sunday afternoon December 14, 2008.  This year’s scenario is much the 
same as last year, with most of the changes taking place with the program on Saturday 
evening and Sunday. 

This year the Confederate Garrison will be manning the Fort beginning around 6:00 PM 
on Friday and defending the Fort for Saturdays battle.  The Federal Troops will be on 
campaign during the night Friday and will be doing various activities during the day on 
Saturday ending up at the Fort for the battle.  Following the battle Confederate 
defenders will play prisoner while the public is allowed to tour the Fort.  THERE WILL BE 
NO CANDLE LANTERN TOUR following the battle this year.  After the public has left the 
Park both sides will enjoy some down time Saturday evening.  On Saturday 
evening/Sunday morning Federal participants will be asked to galvanize as 
Confederates for a living history garrison program that will take place throughout the day 
Sunday.  The program will end mid-afternoon on Sunday. All participants are asked to 
please if possible remain on site for the living history program Sunday. 

Those of you wanting to attend the program this year are asked to visit the new event 
website located at   http://www.mcallistermuster.org  You must register as a user of the 
site to access the event registration page and forums (this is to cut down on spam).  
Once registered with the site please be sure to REGISTER for the event, the sooner 
everyone registers, the better idea we can get as far as numbers and what we will be 
able to do for the weekend. 

  

The commanders for the 2008 program are:  Joe Blunt, Federal and Clint Stanley, 
Confederate.  All other officer and NCO appointments will be made by these 



commanders.  The Fort will be providing Hay, Firewood and Rounds for the weekend but 
will not be providing rations.  Each participant is responsible for his own rations or for 
establishing a mess with other participants.  You should be prepared for cold weather 
and sleeping either on campaign or in tents for the weekend.  

 Anyone wishing to be a sutler at this event is asked to place contact either myself, Joe 
Blunt or Danny Brown as soon as possible.  Again the event website is 
http://www.mcallistermuster.org  If you have any questions about the event or problems 
with the website please feel free to send me an email.  Please also forward this 
message to anyone you think might be interested in attending the event.  As always WE 
NEED FEDERALS so anyone that normally does Confederate that can do Federal for 
the weekend please do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recreated Camp of the 42nd Georgia, at Return to the Ranks.  Ambrotype by Wendall 
Decker, courtesy of the Armory Guards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chris and Stephen Henderson of the 56th 
Georgia.  Ambrotype by Wendall Decker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Rick Fallaw of the 42nd Georgia, 
Ambrotype by Wendall Decker, seen as 
displayed on the Christmas Tree of the 
Governor’s Mansion, Christmas 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Henderson of the 56th Georgia, portraying a 
Federal Quartermaster Captain.  Ferrotype by Wendall 
Decker 

 

 

 



Chris and Stephen Henderson,  
Ferrotype by Rob Gibson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
Elliot Lewis of the 47th Georgia, Ambrotype by Rob 
Gibson 


