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Supply and Demand, Pt. 4of 4 by Capt. Matt Young

By the time this inventory was taken, Sherman was at the gates of the city of Atlanta. Colonel
Wright decided to move his entire operation to Columbus and set up his machinery as
supplement to the already existing arsenal, although Wright went to Macon and assumed
command of the Arsenal there. “For the last eight months of the war, the Columbus arsenal was
one of the major armament works of the Confederacy.” **

Humphreys dispatched a letter to Colonel Wright on August 10" asking him if he can spare two
sets of moulds for fifty-eight caliber balls ad one set each for the Army and Navy pistol balls.
Humphreys states that, “If | can get them, | will be able to very nearly double the fabrication of
small arms ammunition at this arsenal.” ** Two days later, Humphreys sent another letter to
Wright stating that the arsenal here has never manufactured rifled field artillery rounds, but that
he would attempt it. Humphreys further wrote that he would, “be unable to increase the
fabrication of small arms cartridges cal .58 unless | can be supplied with additional moulds.” 8

Shortages of lead continued to hamper the production in Columbus. Major Humphreys wrote to
Colonel George Rains of the Niter and Mining Bureau on August 11" asking him to send “30,000
Ibs. lead- | use about 10,000 pounds weekly, and have now on hand, about two weeks supply.”*

On August 14" Humphreys sent another letter to Colonel Wright relaying the information in a
letter he had received from Colonel Gorgas on the 8", Gorgas suggested to Humphreys that



attempting to send the finished Napoleon cannons to Columbia, South Carolina would be difficult
due to lack of carriages for them. Instead, Humphreys suggests that the finished guns be sent to
General Hood'’s army, even though he thinks that carriages for the guns could be acquired easier
in Columbia. He states that “I will send at least six of them to Columbia at once.” *’

The last letter in the collection is dated March 15", 1865 and is addressed to Captain R. Sambert
in Macon. The letter is very difficult to read due to the poor writing and the dark background on
which it is written. However, several things are legible including a portion about not being able to
travel any further then Augusta for fear of capture. Also he asks Sambert to acquire something
and send it for him and his family. Almost every letter Humphreys signed in this collection was
signed as “Your obedient servant”, but this one is signed, “Your friend.” 8

A month after this letter was written, a Federal cavalry force commanded by Major General
James H. Wilson was approaching Columbus, the last major industrial center in the Confederacy.
A battle for the city was fought on April 16", and on April 17" the occupying Union forces
proceeded to burn everything that could be used by the Confederate government. Brevet
Brigadier General E. F. Winslow, commanding the post of Columbus after its capture wrote that
he destroyed, “three large warehouses (near the Macon Railroad Depot), a large number of
caissons and limbers, the C.S. Arsenal consisting of machine ship, foundries with two 30-
horsepower engines, 2 furnaces, a large amount of machinery and war material, blacksmith shop
with 16 forges, two powder magazines with 13,000 pounds of powder, 4,000 loaded shells,
81,000 rounds for small arms, and large quantities of rockets, fuses, etc.” In addition to the
destruction of the arsenal, armory, and laboratory, Winslow also destroyed at least 68 pieces of
artillery, not including the rifled artillery pieces on the CSS Jackson. 49

And so ended the life of the Confederate Arsenal, Armory, and Laboratory at Columbus, Georgia.
The production at the arsenal is remarkable, considering the constant lack of raw materials,
skilled workers, and limited transportation system. The papers in the National Archives relating to
the Confederate Arsenal, Armory, and Laboratories clearly show that the Confederate soldier in
the Western theater should never have been short of ammunition for his rifle or for his field
artillery. If Humphrey’s figures of 100,000 rounds a week or more can be believed, then it can be
safely estimated that some 10,000,000 to 15,000,000 rounds were made in Columbus between
the middle of 1863 and April of 1865 when the facilities were destroyed by Wilson’s raiders.
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Confederate Ground Cloth

Painted ground cloth with hand stitched edges 45" x 65
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